What is a Short Story?
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“The” Definition…

Stemming from the oral story telling tradition of our predecessors, a short story is defined as a “brief prose tale” by Edgar Allen Poe. He continued his definition to include the idea that a good story should, “achieve its unity by eliciting a single emotional effect on the reader”. In order to create this effect, the story is usually comprised of only one incident, a single plot, a single setting, a small number of characters, and a brief time period.
