Verbal Essay and Research Assignment
To Kill a Mockingbird - 
The purpose of this assignment is to provide a contextual framework for our study of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.  The novel addresses many significant issues that are better understood with some explanation.

With a group of 3-4 members, you will:

· Research your topic – You will be given class time to research your topic, as well as time to develop your argument. Rough research notes will be submitted to your teacher as an indication of your efforts to research quality information.

· Annotated Bibliography – You must prepare an annotated bibliography following the model taught in class.

· Thesis Statement - Your presentation must present a THESIS that you determine from your research.  That thesis must be developed using three supporting points as your method of development.  Remember your thesis must be Provable, Arguable, and Worth Proving.

· Presentation Outline – Your outline must follow the outline structure provided. As well, it must contain enough detailed information to support your thesis.
· Presentation – must include relevant AV material. This A/V material should be chosen carefully and should be used as a significant part of the presentation. Be sure to introduce and de-brief you’re a/V material.
Through this assignment you will master your research and documentation skills.  These skills are invaluable and will be necessary for success at the senior level.

	Names:                                                        



TOTAL:
/63
Library/Lab time to research
(learning skills)
 

· Use of library/class time to do research 

· Detailed research notes

· Use of class time to develop a thesis and analyze the information gathered

Annotated Bibliography

/8 
(per person – each member submits an annotated entry – five  marks for responses to suggested questions, 3 for formatting of citation)
· Four different sources were used 

· At least one source came from a different medium eg. Three books and one web site

· Title centred, but not underlined, entries double spaced in alphabetical order.
· Sources documented properly according to MLA format

· Annotations address at least three of the guided questions

Presentation Outline

Formative Evaluation

Follows the sample exactly

· Includes enough detail to thoroughly develop method of development.
· Facts and examples are used for each point and include parenthetical citations

· Explanation of facts/information is designed to support thesis.
· Transitional wording and lead in statements to AV material are included

Presentation

Level – turns into a mark /55 See Rubric Below:
Level

1

2

3

4

Content

(30)

No clear thesis is presented, content is informational and/or vague rather than argumentative, much more research is required, students need to work harder to convince.

Standard thesis is presented, content is relevant to topic but needs a stronger connection to thesis in spots, evidence of some research is clear, students needed to do a bit more research.

Good thesis is presented, content mostly connects to and supports thesis, evidence of good research is clear, point is conveyed via good knowledge.

Highly crafted thesis is presented, content ties carefully to chosen argument, evidence of extensive research is clear, students are convincing thanks to content

Style

(20)

Presentation skills need further honing. Work on: eye contact, volume, physical presence. No rehearsal evident. Many elements of the formal verbal essay format are missed. Few or no AV materials and/or unsuited to topic. Little audience connection.

Presentation skills are evident but need further practice. (Poor eye contact, volume and/or gestures). More rehearsal would help create a smoother presentation style. One or all elements of the formal “verbal essay” structure are missed. AV materials are apparent – could have been better prepared. Audience connection is evident.

Good presentations skills. Students often make confident eye contact, use clear voices and avoid fidgeting/nervous gestures. Presentation appears to be prepared and rehearsed. A solid introduction, body and conclusion are evident. All AV materials are prepared and suit content. Lastly, audience connects to style.

Superb presentations skills! Students make confident eye contact, use clear voices and avoid fidgeting/nervous gestures. Presentation appears well rehearsed and confident. Students outline an excellent structure to the presentation and conclude with flair. All AV materials are prepared in advance and seamlessly integrated into the content. Lastly, audience is captivated by presentation style.

Format

(5)

Few quotations cited with accuracy.
Some quotations cited with accuracy.
Most quotations cited with accuracy.
All quotations cited with accuracy.  



Comments:

TOPICS

For each topic there are guiding questions; however, it is your responsibility to do research and develop a clear thesis.  In other words, you must come up with an argument based on your topic.  For example, 

Slavery:  Although African Americans were clearly oppressed by slavery, they successfully developed a unique culture of survival, many aspects of which flourish today.
1. Slavery

· What were the roots behind the existence of slavery in the United States?

· How did slavery change over the years?

· What opposition existed to slavery, even in its early stages?

2. The American Civil War

· What were the causes of the American Civil War?

· What impact did the Civil War have on the Northern and Southern states?

· Are there any lingering effects of the Civil War?

3. The Great Depression

· When did it occur?

· What were the main causes of the depression?

· Describe what life was like for the average person who lived during the depression.

4. Segregation/Jim Crow Laws/The Scottsboro Trials
· Explain what segregation is, and how segregation was a way of life in the 1900s.

· Describe various ways segregation was handled in the United States.

· What are Jim Crow Laws? How did the Scottsboro Trials radically change the lives of Black people in this time period?
5.
Integration

· How successful was the integration process?

· Explain what happened in Little Rock, Arkansas.

· What does this reveal about racial attitudes at this time in American history?

6.           KKK

· Where did this movement originate?

· What do the members of this group believe?

· What was their role in the 1930’s and the 1960’s.

· What influence did they have on the civil rights movement?

7.  
The Civil Rights Movement

· What are civil rights? 

· Explain the treatment of African Americans in the United States during the 1930’s.

· Were there any changes in this treatment in the 60’s?

8.
Martin Luther King Jr.

· Who was he?

· What did he believe?

· What impact did he have on the civil rights movement in the United States?

9.
Malcolm X

· Who was he?

· What did he believe?

· What impact did he have on the civil rights movement in the United States?
10.
Civil Rights Legislation

· Explain the Civil Rights Legislation of 1964.

· How effective has this legislation been?

· Who were the key players in the enactment of this legislation.
