Organizing Ideas:

Unity and Coherence

Unity refers to a singleness of effect. A paragraph has unity when each sentence relates to the topic of the paragraph. An essay has unity when each paragraph relates to the main idea, the essay as a whole.

Why is unity important? Unity helps present ideas in a clear and logical fashion. As well, creating unity in an essay is a way of reinforcing your argument or thesis.

Coherence is when all of the elements of an essay fit together in a logical way. The key to coherence is arranging information with a clear plan and connections between ideas. Some methods of organization include:
1. Chronological Order – in order of occurrence

2. Spatial Order – from top to bottom, east to west etc.

3. Order of Importance – from increasing to decreasing importance or vice versa.

4. Main Idea and Details – Presents a main idea and then the details that act as proof.

5. Order of Impression – useful for description! Ideas are given in the order in which they are perceived.

6. Question and Answer 

7. Pro and Con – Presents the positive and negative aspects of an idea, process or action.
8. Comparison – describes similarities and differences between two or more things.

9. Cause and Effect 

10. General to Specific

All of the essay types require unity and coherence to ensure that ideas are clear and well organized.

