The Body of Christopher Creed – Chapter One

Suspense and Foreshadowing

One of the ways that authors keep readers interested in stories is to create a sense of suspense.  Suspense is a feeling of curiosity, uncertainty or dread about what will happen next.  

Foreshadowing – hints or clues about what will happen – increases the level of suspense.  As you read The Body of Christopher Creed, look for clues that hint at what might happen, and think about the suspense that these clues help build.

Getting to Know the Characters

The Body of Christopher Creed has a first-person narrator - one who is a character in the novel as well as the storyteller, or “voice” that descries what happens.  In general, this narrative point of view shortens the psychological distance between the storyteller and readers, creating the illusion that the narrator is speaking directly to them, friend to friends.

Like real human beings, first-person narrators may be subject to errors in judgment.  They may misinterpret the meaning of events, misunderstand other characters’ motivations, and lack the self-insight necessary to understand their own motivations.  When you read a first-person narrative, be alert to the narrator’s limitations.  Verify the accuracy of the narrator’s judgment by paying close attention to how the characters interact with the narrator and each other, to what the characters say about the narrator and each other, and to what the characters do.

RESPONDING
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Recall and Interpret

1. At what stage in his high school career does Torey move to a new school?  What atmosphere or mood does the author create by setting the story at this point in his academic career?

2. How does the author let readers know that Torey is thinking thoughts to himself?

3. Give an example from the story that shows that Torey is a trustworthy narrator.  Conversely, is there anything that you have read so far that makes him seem untrustworthy?

4. Who is Leo?  What do the other students at Rothborne think about him?  Give two reasons for why he makes Torey uncomfortable.

5. What details about Chris Creed’s disappearance are provided in the letter at the end of the chapter?  Who do you think Alex Healy might be?

Literature and Writing

· Review your Active Reading chart.  Then using your imagination, write your version of the events that might have happened to make Torey leave his hometown.

· Which clues are the most confusing to your or do not fit in with the other clues the author has given you?

The Body of Christopher Creed – Chapters Two-Four

Recall and Interpret

1. When Torey asks the Reverend Harmon why a loin cloth was added to the pictures of Jesus, what response does the minister give him?  What does Torey think about this response?  Is he satisfied or more confused?

2. Describe Mr. and Mrs. Creed as they are seen in the church on p.22 and as they are described by Torey on p.39.

3. In these chapters, several people and groups of people are stereotyped.  Describe the general thoughts about the “boons” and “Ali.”

4. In these chapters, the reader meets several of Torey’s friends.  Briefly describe each of the following characters:

	Character
	Page #
	Description

	Alex Arrington
	
	

	Ryan Bowman
	
	

	Eddie and Pat Kyle (twins)
	
	

	Leandra
	
	


5. What do you learn about Chris from his e-mail to Mr. Ames?

6. On p. 46, Torey describes how Ali has changed since they were kids.  Outline the changes he sees.

7. Why would Chris feel the need to hide his diary in his own room?

8. On p. 53, Torey says that Mrs. Creed is denying her role in her son’s disappearance.  Why do you think she might do that?

9. Ali is experiencing something that she feels Torey will not understand.   Predict what it might be.

Evaluate and Connect

10. Torey says, “This hard-stepping mom and this pasty-mouthed father are as clueless as two aliens.  Chris Creed is about as “grounded” and “normal” as a chimpanzee.  How could two people live their whole lives with their kid and not know this (25)?  

Torey is speaking about the discrepancy between what appears to be true and what is actually true.  Think about a time in your life when you thought you were sure about something, only to find out later that what you believed was false.  Explain the situation and describe how you felt.  

The Body of Christopher Creed: Chapters Five to Seven
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Conflict

At the heart of every novel is conflict, the struggle between two opposing forces.  In an external conflict, a character struggles against some outside force such as another person, nature, society, or fate.  This conflict is often a struggle between characters who have different needs, goals, or personalities.  An internal conflict is a struggle between two opposing thoughts or desires within the mind of a character.  It is a psychological struggle arising from a personal problem or a difficult decision.  As you read these chapters, notice how the external and internal conflicts are introduced.

 RESPONDING
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Recall & Interpret

1. On page 59 Alex suggests that Christopher Creed was in denial about how bad his life really was.  Do you think a victim of abuse can ever really deny the situation?

2. At the end of chapter five, Torey says that his own friends were getting on his nerves.  Why do you think this might be?

3. In chapter six Torey demonstrates his ability to do things on his own without the help or approval of his friends.  Give an example of something he does on his own.

4. Describe some of the conflicts that arise when Torey is talking to Leandra on the phone.  Label these conflicts as internal or external.  Refer to pages 74-76.

5. Alex’s flashback about punching Christopher while in the Lenape burial grounds is an important memory.  It provides the reader with more information about Christopher.  What do you learn about him from this scene?

Stereotypes 

Stereotypes are oversimplified, standardized images or ideas held by one person or group about another.

6. In chapter five, the boons are clearly stereotyped.  Describe how Torey’s friends view the boons.  Do you think their opinions are justified?

7. Earlier in this section, we saw how the boons were stereotyped.  On page 73 another group of people finds itself in the same situation.  Who are they, how are they stereotyped, and is this a fair opinion of them?

8. On page 84, Torey says, “We used to hit Creed for the same type of stuff – in, like, sixth grade.  But this was high school.  It made Bo seem out of control, totally violent.”  Why is Bo considered so different for engaging in exactly the same action as Torey and his friends?

Pathetic Fallacy
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Pathetic Fallacy refers to nature being in sympathy with a character.  For example, if you detest returning to school each September and each year it rains on that day, then you can argue that nature sympathizes with how you feel.

9. How does nature reflect Torey’s feelings when he is in his basement writing music?
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The Body of Christopher Creed  - Chapters Eight-Ten

Recall and Interpret

1. What are the names of Christopher Creed’s brothers and how old are they?

2. Who is Albert?  Since we meet him only in this chapter, what do you think the purpose of his brief role might be?

3. Why did Ali’s parents finally get a divorce?

4. Do you think Mrs. Creed killed her son?  Why or why not?

5. What is your reaction to Bo and Ali’s relationship?

6. What do you predict will be revealed in Chris’s diary?

7. What does the layout of her sons’ bedrooms and their bedtime rituals tell you about Mrs. Creed?

8. Bo has a disc that contains Chris’s letter.  Why is this a potential problem for Bo?

9. On page 114, Bo tells the story of his sister, Darla.  How are Darla and Ali alike?

Discussion

On page 130, Torey yells at the Police Chief saying, “You know, everybody has their own little version of reality going here…and it has nothing to do with what’s true or not true.”  Explain what Torey means.
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As a group, predict how the following three examples of foreshadowing might eventually turn out later in the novel:

· “She [Mrs. Creed] has two sisters.  But they can’t stand her either” (90).

· “I can’t” Ali said, shaking her head.  “I could never tell this to Chief Bowen” (98).

· “I liked where he was looking and thought I saw a curtain flicker but didn’t focus on it” (110).

If you’ve read ahead, do not ruin anything for your classmates.

The Body of Christopher Creed – Chapters Eleven-Thirteen

Frame Story


 A frame story is a plot structure that features the telling of a story within a story.  In most instances, it precedes and follows the inner, often similar, story.  In The Body of Christopher Creed, for example, the story of Torey and his friends searching for Christopher is the frame.  After the incident in the police station, Torey’s mother tells Torey and Ali about Bob and Digger Haines.  This is the story within the story.  As you continue reading, consider how these two stories relate to each other or how one provides clarity for the other.

Tone

The tone of a work of literature reflects a writer’s attitude toward his or her subject.  For instance, a writer’s tone may be sarcastic, fearful, joyful, or condescending.  Often, characters in the novel will also express their attitude about something by the tone of voice they use.

Recall and Interpret

1. On page 148, what reason does Torey’s mom give for why kids make fun of serious situations?  Do you think she is correct?  Explain.

2. After carefully rereading page 150, summarize Mrs. Adam’s view of what happens when a kid suffers a personal tragedy.  Do you think it is a valid theory?

3. What does Mrs. Adams fear might happen to the Creeds if people blame them for Chris’s disappearance?

4. Why would Chris select the day after school started to write a list of the things he liked about himself?  Are there any clues in that list about Chris’s whereabouts?

5. What makes Torey think that Mrs. Creed might be innocent?

6. In the conversation that Torey has with Alex in homeroom, what tone does Torey hear in Alex’s voice?

7. On page 174, Torey explains to Ali how lying is the same as acting.  Describe his comparison.

8. What might the psychic mean by, “death in the woods?”

Literature Circles – Chapters Eleven-Thirteen

In these chapters, the reader begins to see the consequences of Chris’s disappearance for people other than Chris.  Each group will summarize how Chris’s situation impacts one of the following characters.  Give specific examples and cite page references.


Torey

Bo

Mrs. Creed

Mrs. Adams

Chris
The Body of Christopher Creed – Chapters Fourteen-Sixteen

1. In chapter 14, Torey and Leandra have an argument.  What type of conflict is an argument?  What is the source of their argument?  Also, explain Torey’s comment that, “…the truth in life [is] so opposite to what it [looks] like” (189).

2. In the above-mentioned argument, Torey becomes very angry with Leandra.  Do you think his anger is justified?  Explain.

3. Why do you think Torey goes to the basement after his argument with Leandra?

4. What charge is officially laid against Bo?

5. Bo does not believe that he will get the maximum penalty for his crime.  Do you think he should?

6. Torey wonders why people don’t wonder how Christopher is doing.  Offer an answer.

7. Do you agree with Bo’s assessment of Ali on page 212?  Give examples to justify your opinion.

[image: image3.png]





In these chapters, the reader witnesses several strong examples of conflict.  

1. Identify the three strongest examples you can find.  

2. Describe them (with page references) and then label them according to their type.  

3. Finally, state your opinion about whether or not they are justified.

As a group, discuss and record your ideas.

Each member of your group must take his or her own notes.

