SETTING the Scene!

What is setting?

“Setting is the historical time, place and social circumstances in which characters act and make choices” (54). When a reader is well versed in setting, he/she is better able to comprehend and relate to the characters’ thoughts and actions.

Setting is revealed via…

· Geographic location, which includes the landscape, the layout of a room, buildings, stage and/or physical dimensions of a place.

· Cultural/social context/time period, which includes occupations, working conditions, way of life, manner of speaking/behaving, clothing, gender roles, traditions, habits, customs, beliefs/values, speech patterns etc.

· Artificial environment, which includes futuristic settings, cities, towns etc. (ie contrived by the author – think Lord of the Rings)
