Quotations: A Study in Content
ENG 2DX- Twelfth Night
Why are quotations so important to a play?

· They reveal something about a character such as a personality trait or a character’s motivation for doing something.

· They may reinforce a theme or pattern of imagery in the play.

· They may advance the plot.

· They may foreshadow important events.

· They may create suspense.

· They may establish relationships between characters or they may show relationships changing in some way.

· They may make the reader feel sympathy for a character or withdraw sympathy from a character.

How do I answer quotation identification questions?

Here’s a sample…

For any quotation identification, you should: identify the speaker, the person to whom the quotation is directed and, in your own words, explain why these lines are important in some way. 3 marks.

“O, when mine eyes did see Olivia first/ methought she purged the air of pestilence” (1.i. 19-20)
Answer:

The speaker of this quotation is Orsino (1 mark). He is speaking to his attendants. (1 mark) This quotation is significant because it reveals that Orsino’s love is based upon Olivia’s exterior, not her personality and/or value system. This helps the audience recognize that Orsino is a fairly shallow individual at this point in the story. As well, on a more literal level, the audience is introduced to Olivia and becomes aware of her beauty and importance in the area. (1 mark)

1. “O, she that hath a heart of that fine frame/ To pay this debt of love but to a brother/ How will she love, when the rich golden shaft/ Hath kill’d the flock of all affections else/ That live in her”.
2. “I prithee, and I’ll pay thee bounteously,/ Conceal me what I am, and be my aid/ For such disguise as haply shall become the form of my intent”.

3. “. . .for besides that he’s a fool, he’s a great quarreler, and but that he hath the gift of a coward to allay the gust he hath in quarreling, ‘tis thought among the prudent he would quickly have the gift of the grave”.
4. “I’ll do my best/ To woo your lady/ yet a barful strife!/ Whoe’er I woo, myself would be his wife”.
5. “Methinks I feel this youth’s perfections/ with an invisible and subtle stealth/ to creep in at my mine eyes”.

6. “A lady, sir, thought it was said she much resembled me, was yet of many accounted beautiful; . . . she is drowned already, sir, with salt water, though I seem to drown her remembrance again with more”.

7. “Disguise, I see, thou art a wickedness, wherein the pregnant enemy does much”.

8. “I will drop in his way some obscure epistles of love. . . I can write very much like my lady your niece; on a forgotten matter we can hardly make distinction of our hands”.

9. “ Too well what love women to men may owe./ In faith, they are as true of heart as we”.
10. “I do not now fool myself, to let imagination jade me; for every reason excites to this, that my lady loves me”.

