Quotations: A Study in Content
ENG 2DX Fahrenheit 451
Why are quotations so important to a piece of fiction?
· They reveal something about a character such as a personality trait or a character’s motivation for doing something.

· They may advance the plot or create a better sense of time and place.
· They may develop our understanding of key themes.

· They may encourage us to make connections between the text and our own lives.

How do I answer quotation identification questions?

Here’s a sample…

For any quotation identification, you should: identify the speaker and, in your own words, explain why these lines are important in some way. 3 marks.

“Then she seemed to remember something and came back to look at him with wonder and curiosity. ‘Are you happy?’ she said. ‘Am I what’ he cried” (Bradbury 10).
Answer:

The speaker of this quotation is Clarisse McClellan. (1 mark). This quotation is significant in its revelation of key characteristics of both Clarisse and Montag. Clarisse is able, through very little contact, to develop a sense of the sadness at Montag’s soul before he is able to recognize it himself. Next, Montag’s contemplation of this question about his happiness is a catalyst for later behaviour, where he seeks to rid himself of the dull, monotonous world in which he lives. Clarisse inspires him to seek a bigger reality. (2 marks)

Your task… 

Find each of the quotations that follow. They are from Sections 1 and 2 and are significant to the content we have discussed in class. Using the sample answer for guidance, complete responses and identifications for each quotation below. You will submit this task – each identification is worth 3 marks, for a total of 30.

1. “ ‘We get these cases nine or ten a night. Got so many, starting a few years ago, we got the special machines built…You don’t need an M.D., case like this; all you need is two handymen, clean up the problem in half an hour’” (Bradbury 15).

2. “And then, very slowly, as he walked, he tilted his head back in the rain, for just a few moments, and opened his mouth…” (Bradbury 24).

3. “’Montag, I see you came in the back door this time. The Hound bother you?’” (Bradbury 31).

4. “The woman on the porch reached out with contempt to them all and struck the kitchen match against the railing. People ran out of houses all down the street” (Bradbury 40).

5. “’No. The same girl. McClellan. McClellan. Run over by a car. Four days ago. I’m not sure but I think she’s dead’” (Bradbury 47).

6. “’It didn’t come from the Government down. There was no dictum, no declaration, no censorship, to start with, no! Technology, mass exploitation, and minority pressure carried the trick, thank God. Today, thanks to them, you can stay happy all the time. . .’” (Bradbury 58).

7. “’ I don’t, that’s sure! Maybe the books can get us half out of the cave. They just might stop us from making the same damn insane mistakes!’” (Bradbury 74).
8. “’So now do you know why books are hated and feared? They show the pores in the face of life’” (Bradbury 83).

9. “’I plunk the children in school nine days out of ten. I put up with them when they come home three days a month; it’s not bad at all. You heave them into the ‘parlour’ and turn the switch. It’s like washing clothes: stuff laundry in and slam the lid’” (Bradbury 96)

10. “’Why,’ said Montag slowly, “we’ve stopped in front of my house’” (Bradbury 110).

