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Paragraph Rubric
	
	incomplete
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Topic sentence
	Doesn’t answer the question
	Topic sentence answers the question but with minimal understanding; perhaps lacks focus
	Answers the question but does not indicate the ways you’ll prove the point.
	It answers the question clearly; makes a point & indicates how you’ll prove the point
	Answers the question clearly and directly; indicates three ways you’ll prove your point

	Points & proof
	Only one or two sentences; not enough content
	Proof sometimes not directly tied to the point; or proof missing
	Some direct evidence from the text, but some points need further proof
	Uses direct evidence from the text; uses at least three specific points and proves each one;
	Variety of proof; includes a deeper reading of the story; makes inferences

	Quality of thought
	Response does not indicate thought about the question; might be off topic or not answer the question
	Some appropriate proof but some might be off topic
	Three proofs but some repetition or obvious responses; some ideas not directly backed up from the story
	Not just stating the obvious; thinks about the question and reaches for in depth response
	Answers the question with depth; discusses importance of the topic

	Transitions
	One or no transitions
	One or two transitions
	Two or three transitions; possibly repeats the same transition
	Variety of transitions; every sentence is linked to other sentences in the paragraph
	Wide variety of transitions; all ideas and sentences linked together

	Diction
	Uses slang; repeats word choice
	Some slang; some repeated word choice
	Better choice of words; some slang but some elevated diction also
	Varied, descriptive word choice. Avoid slang  choices. Use concrete words.
	Descriptive, strong diction; no slang; sophisticated language & creative

	Spelling & grammar
	Lack of effort editing the paragraph
	Little effort editing the paragraph; errors interfere with the reader’s understanding
	Two or three errors; errors sometimes interfere with the reader’s understanding, but rereading makes the meaning clear
	One or two small errors; mistakes in spelling and grammar do not interfere with the reader’s understanding. Capitalization and punctuation are for the most part correct.
	No errors; all capitalization and punctuation is correct. Variety of sentence structures is used. A pleasure to read, and easy to understand

	Concluding sentence
	No concluding sentence; or doesn’t sum up paragraph
	Some summary and some closure but lacks description or is somewhat off topic
	Ends somewhat abruptly; does not adequately reflect question
	Sums up question and proof in the paragraph.
	Ties the topic of the paragraph to real life; makes comparisons and extensions.


TOTAL:       /28
