Noteworthy News… Writing a News Article!

ENG 2DX

Introduction:

As part of the Ontario Literacy Test that you will be asked to write in April, all Grade Ten students are expected to understand the format and function of news writing. Let's get started…

What makes News?

· Events that involve important events or people, challenging or devastating incidents that create human interest, unusual events of a funny/tragic/interesting nature, unique events of firsts. Lots of stories are considered newsworthy, depending upon the audience, which can span all the way from local to national in form.

News Writing: What is involved?

· Clear and factual language.

· Begin with a Headline - catches the reader's attention and gives clues about story content.

· Inverse triangle structure - most important information takes precedence over least.

· All news stories begin with a lead. In the first couple of sentences of any news story, the FIVE W's and H should be covered in brief. '
· Next, in the body, readers should see brief paragraphs that expand upon: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?. The writer of the article should include some quotations from bystanders or other people involved with the story.

· Some extras include: using a Masthead (the name of the newspaper), columns, By-line (name of the person writing the story),  and Photograph with caption.
