
Lord of the Flies

Chapter 1-2

1. Ralph and the others maintain that they have landed on a good island. Give references that describe their location as "edenic".  Try to also find a detail that indicates this "paradise" might be an illusion.

2. Explain one thing that we learn about each of the following characters: Jack, Ralph, Simon, and Piggy.

3. The use of the conch and elections are the beginnings of government. How successful are they likely to be? Explain.

4. What do the conch and glasses symbolize?

Chapters 3-4

1. What is Simon's role at this point? Explain.

2. Name two of the rules and habits of civilization that are beginning to disappear. What might this foreshadow about the remainder of the novel?

3. Name a similarity and a difference between each of the following incidents:

a) Johnny and Henry throwing sand

b) Roger throwing stones

c) Jack hunting

4. The narrator describes Ralph and Jack as "two continents of experienced feeling, unable to communicate". Explain the conflict between them.

Chapters 5-6

1. Explain the attitudes of Ralph, Jack, Piggy and Maurice to the beast.

2. Ralph's inability to "put things right" is one of the central forces behind the crisis of this novel. Discuss the language used by Jack, Ralph, Simon, and Percival as an indication of societal breakdown. Were there earlier indications of this process?

3. Ralph, Simon, and Piggy are called the "Three Blind Mice". Why do they fail to make good use of the knowledge they have?

4. Piggy and Ralph pray for a "sign" from the grown-up world and they are given one. What is it and what does it mean?

Chapter 7

1. What is significant about Ralph joining briefly in the hunt for the first time? Explain how the mock hunt that follows differs from the previous ones.

2. Antagonism between Ralph and Jack is on the rise. Provide two examples of this increase and explain how it may influence the story.

Chapter 8

1. Contrast the reactions of Piggy and Simon upon discovering the beast. Which character makes the more viable case?

2. This chapter bears the title "Gift for the Darkness". What is this gift? To whom is it given to? Why?

3. Simon holds a conversation with the "Lord of the Flies". An alternative name for the devil Beelzebub has often been Lord of the Flies. Using this information, who/what is the lord of the flies in this case? What is Simon's revelation? How do you feel about the creatures? What is the link to the title?

Chapter 9

1. How has the description of Simon change since his encounter with the creature? Explain.

2. Simon's death is horrific. Choose two images/descriptions from this section. What do the images reveal about the boys?

3. Describe your own feelings after reading this chapter.

4. Think about Simon being carried out to sea. What feelings are created for Simon, based upon this image?

Chapter 10

1. a) Did Piggy participate in Simon's murder? Explain your perspective.

b) Did Ralph participate in Simon's murder. Explain.

c) Describe each character's reaction to the death. What do the reactions suggest about each character?

2. Contrast Jack's type of government with Ralph's. Provide three examples for each character.

3. How does Jack explain Simon's death to his followers? Why won't the tribe admit what they have done? Why is it better for Jack that the beast continues to exist?

Chapter 11

1. What qualities of the conch, representing law and order, are symbolized by the description on pg 190? Why does Golding choose this particular time to remind us of these qualities?

2. The painted masks have now become black and green, the colour of flies. Why would the colour have changed? Explain the relationship between the black and green of the masks on the title of the novel?

3. How does the third death, Piggy's, differ from the rest? The language in the description is very ironic. Explain the statement.

4. Why do Piggy, the shell and the glasses disappear from the island at the same time? Describe what these disappearances could mean from a symbolic perspective.

Chapter 12

1. What is the significance of the changes that have occurred to the pig's head on the stick?

2. Draw connections between the hunting style used to follow Ralph and the hunting style used to trap pigs. List similarities and differences. Why might the author have chosen to create such parallels?

3. Is the conclusion, in your opinion, just a way to create a happy ending or does it serve a deeper purpose?

4. Why does Ralph weep? Why, specifically, is he mourning more for Piggy than for Simon?

