Grade Nine Sample Opening Paragraph:


Many people believe that revenge is an inappropriate and unacceptable response to an offence; however, there are times when revenge is fitting.  There are times when revenge is necessary.  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” Roald Dahl presents readers with a character who is devoted to her husband.  Mary Maloney loves her husband more than anything but he treats her cruelly and as a result she exacts revenge for his cruelty.  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” Mary Maloney’s vengeance is justified because of her complete devotion to her husband, his cruel behaviour towards her and, most importantly, due to the fact that Roald Dahl allows her to be successful in her quest for revenge.

Grade Ten and Beyond Sample Opening Paragraph:


Many people believe that revenge is an inappropriate and unacceptable response to an offence; however, there are times when revenge is fitting.  There are times when revenge is necessary.  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” Roald Dahl presents readers with a character who is devoted to her husband.  Mary Maloney loves her husband more than anything but he treats her cruelly.  As a result she successfully exacts revenge for his cruelty.  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” Roald Dahl demonstrates that Mary Maloney’s vengeance is justified.
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