Integrating Quotations: A Quick Study Guide!

ENG 2DW
Using information from other sources to strengthen an argument in an essay is a necessary strategy for any student writer. Learning how to incorporate this information in an accurate and sensible fashion is also a critical skill. Let's get started!

1. Use a "lead-in" sentence that creates a smooth transition from your own words to the words expressed in the quotation. Please use the sample below as a guide…

Quotation from text that I would like to use in my essay:

"Atticus says to Jem, 'Cheating a coloured man is ten times worse than cheating a white man’ " (Lee 44). This is a complete sentence, therefore follow the steps below…
My lead-in and integration of the quotation:

Jem learns a number of life lessons from his father Atticus, including the fact that,"'Cheating a coloured man is ten times worse than cheating a white man'"(Lee 100).

Some key tips: separate your lead-in from the quotation with a comma, begin the quotation with a capital letter and place the punctuation of the sentence after the parenthetical reference.

2. If my quotation is not a complete sentence, such as:

"[. . .] fruitless efforts to teach me group dynamics" (Lee 39).

My lead-in and integration of the quotation will look like:

Scout, as a very intelligent girl, complained often about the lack of challenging work at school and laments her teachers' as "fruitless efforts to teach [her] group dynamics" (Lee 39).

3. If the quotation I would like to use is more than four lines, I will punctuate as follows:

· Tab over twice (offset the paragraph), continue to double space the quotation, use the usual parenthetical reference at the end. You do not need any quotation marks. Here's an example:


The remainder of my school days were no more auspicious than 


my first. Indeed, they were an endless Project that slowly 


evolved into a Unit, in which miles of construction paper and 


wax crayon were expended by the State of Alabama (Lee 



39).

