Introduction to the Elements of Short Stories

“Lysandra’s Poem” – ENG 2DI

The Power of Plot: A Re-Cap

Plot is the sequence of events or incidents that make up a story. A typical plot structure starts with background and sets the scene (Exposition), builds conflict and suspense (Rising Action), reaches a turning point (Climax) and then concludes (Resolution). Here is the “typical” plot structure:






Climax:

· This is the most significant moment of the story
· It is often the most exciting part.
· The inciting incident is resolved here.









Resolution:

· The ending! All loose ends are tied up.
Rising Action:

The Rising Action is made up of
 many different conflicts.
Exposition/Inciting Incident

· Characters

· Setting

· First facts
Before we read:

1. Think about your best friend. What qualities do you seek in a person so close to you? What ‘forces’ create strong friendships?

2. Betrayal is felt by all at one point in life. What causes someone to betray another? What emotions are the result of being betrayed? How would you react if you were betrayed by your best friend?

Left to our own DEVICES…
As you read “Lysandra’s Poem” (125), be on the lookout for examples to suit the following rhetorical devices:

Allusion: a reference to a person or thing from religion, history, myth, literature or popular culture. Suggesting someone is a nuts as Brittney Spears during the head-shaving phase would be a great example of a pop culture allusion.

In the story? Your example!

Irony: Speaking or writing that hides what is actually the case, not with the intention to deceive, but with a plan to achieve a special effect. “It is a truth universally known that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife” (Austen).
In the story? Your example!

Your task…

· Re-calling what you have learned about plot, find an appropriate example for each of: introduction, inciting incident, rising action (2), climax and resolution.
· For each of the elements of plot, find a piece of quoted evidence to support your decision. For example the inciting incident is 

 because Lysandra narrates, “

“.
· Be prepared to share your results!

Next…

1. What hints/clues were given (foreshadowing!) that suggested the ironic ending? Provide two and explain how they lead to the twist!

2. Was Lysandra justified in her anger? Why/why not? Be able to convince us of your opinion!
