What is Prose?

Anything written or spoken, but is not poetry.

It can be either formal or informal.

Guidelines for Understanding Audience and Purpose

Determining AUDIENCE… for whom is the author writing?

Consider the following clues:

· Diction (word choices are chosen to match a reader in terms of age, gender and culture)
· Details (carefully analyze the examples/details the writer has chosen to use in order to develop his/her discussion)
· Syntax (look closely at sentence structure; sentence length and complexity determines a lot about a chosen audience)
· Rhetorical Devices (creative elements of writing designed to capture the reader’s attention and draw focus to key ideas. These are built with the intention of appealing to a particular audience).
Determining PURPOSE… for what reason was the piece written?

Informal essays often fall into the following key categories: persuasive, descriptive, narrative, personal, humorous, and expository. 

Informal essays- less structure/organization, more colloquial writing style, focus on personal reactions/responses, thesis is implied

Formal essays- very structured/organized, academic tone/diction, focus is research/impersonal, thesis is directly stated

