Independent Study Unit: Literary Essay
ENG 2DW
As the culminating activity for this course, you will write a literary essay that argues a topic taken from your chosen novel.  Remember that a literary essay is a textual analysis and requires the use of direct quotations.  By the time you craft your final essay for this course, you will have written three literary essays. Please be sure to review the feedback from those essays as you work on this assignment.


Your essay must be a formal, six-paragraph essay based on a thesis that you create.  Develop your thesis based on one of the questions and/or statements on the back of this page.  You may also suggest your own thesis as well. Your thesis must be supported by four specific examples (direct quotations) and it must be Provable, Arguable, and Worth-Proving.  In addition, remember that all literary essays require strong connections between point, proof and thesis as expressed in the explanations.
To successfully complete this assignment, you must accomplish the following tasks:
· Dialectic Journals: 

April 16


· Thesis Approval 

April 20 and April 21

· Outline 

April 29





· Rough Draft/Peer Edit 
May 8



· Polished Copy (with all rough work attached, including MLA formatted works cited page): 

May 14


All process work MUST be completed and handed in before the final/polished copy can be submitted for evaluation.
Evaluation:

Thesis



Approval
Outline



formative
Rough Draft/Peer Editing
Checked for completion formative
Polished Essay


/50 See Essay Rubric

You must hand in the rubric and all rough work with your polished copy!!

Reminder of Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism are serious academic offences.  Plagiarism is defined as using the work of someone else as their own.  Using the writings, inventions, or ideas of another without proper sourcing is considered plagiarism.  To plagiarize is to be dishonest with your teacher, your peers, your ‘sources’ and yourself.  The acts of cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Both academic and behavioural consequences should be expected.   

Consequences:  
If your teacher suspects that you have plagiarised or cheated, your teacher will inform your Vice Principal and meet with you to determine the nature, intent and extent of the incident and your understanding of the situation.   

If it is determined that you have plagiarised/cheated you may face one or more of the following:

· Your parents will be notified.

· Within a given timeframe, given the opportunity to redo part or all of the assignment, or complete an alternative assignment.

· A record of your academic infraction will be logged and kept on file until you graduate.

· The incident will be reflected on your report card in the Learning Skills and Work Habits section of the Provincial Report Card. 

In consultation with Administration additional consequences may be determined such as:

· Serve a detention or an in-school suspension, or a suspension.

· Limit your access to recognitions (e.g., school awards, scholarships).

All consequences will be progressive in nature and take into consideration the number and frequency of incidents and the grade level, maturity and individual circumstances of the student

Independent Novel Essay Topics

Develop your thesis based upon one of the following questions and/or statements.  Your thesis will be based upon the last literature circle novel.

1. Choose one of the themes presented in the novel and explain how it is developed.

2. Choose a symbol.  Demonstrate that the symbol is an important element in the novel.
3. Character development is crucial to any novel.  Choose one character and demonstrate how the character develops over the course of the novel. 

4. Develop a thesis based on your own idea.  To do this you must submit a written proposal that needs approval before you begin the brainstorming process.

The Power of Brainstorming!

ENG 2DW
Main Ideas




Specific Details
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Independent Novel Thesis Proposal


Name:
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After brainstorming, choose the idea with the strongest examples and write a thesis statement:
In





(mention the novel)



























Method of Development (4 points I will use to prove my thesis & direct quotations with page numbers)
1.













2.













3.












4.













Independent Novel: Literary Essay Outline

Using this outline as a model, please create your own with the help of your word processor. You will be evaluated according to the holistic rubric attached.
Introduction

Body Paragraphs X 4:

Conclusion:
Steps for Success! You've seen these before!
· Follow MLA format exactly
· Write formally (Present tense, no contractions, no personal pronouns)

· Choose precise and descriptive language (AVOID using a lot, bad, good, very)

· Use appropriate transitions between ideas and sentences

· Choose the strongest examples from the novel and work hard to integrate them smoothly
· Avoid using the phrase: “This quote proves”.  Use a transition word instead (like “clearly,”).

· Make sure that your explanation is well developed and clearly explains how your proof supports your thesis

· Make sure explanations have a literary focus (analysis) and avoid going too far outside the text.
















Hook: (General statement about the topic.  Do not mention the novel)





Introduction of Topic:  (Introduce the novel and the author without making an argument) 





Method of Development:	


(Hint at your method of development – 4 points)


Thesis Statement:  (Mention the novel, state your argument)








Point:  (State your point and link to thesis)





Proof:  (Introduce and present your proof in the form of a direct quotation)





Explanation:  (Explain how your proof proves your point.  Avoid plot summary and stay focused on the text and your thesis)


Summary:  (Restate your point)








Warm Down Statement: (Re-word your thesis)





Restatement of Points of Proof:  (Each point should have its own sentence)





Memorable Statement:  (Do not mention the novel.  Link back to hook)








