Writing Persuasively
A persuasive essay is an essay written to convince an audience to think in a certain way or take a particular action. A good example presents arguments, shows evidence and appeals to emotion to sway the audience.

A persuasive essay…

· begins with a concise statement of position on an issue of interest to the audience.

· supports its position with valid evidence and logical arguments (facts, statistics, examples) and responsible appeals to emotion.

· addresses an audience whose views may differ from those of the writer.

· anticipates opposing arguments.

· ends in a way that prompts readers to change their thinking or to take action!

Its’ structure…

· narrow your thesis to one, clear argument and place it in the introduction. This argument should be one, clear sentence that answers the question, “What should be done about the issue?”. Focus your argument.

ex. Smoking is a terrible habit (unfocused) – 

Smoking should be banned from cafes and restaurants as well as from other public places.

· Special tips: Find common ground, distinguish facts from opinions, use statistics accurately, build credibility, effective tone and voice, check your logic and anticipate opposing arguments.

