To Kill a Mockingbird Reading Response Papers
ENG 2DX
Response One: Character and Setting (the social and historical context of the novel) Chapters 1-10 inclusive

What you learn about the characters in the first ten chapters of the novel is essential to understanding the social and historical context of the story – the world Scout lives in. Answer each question in a complete paragraph and be sure to include at least one quotation per paragraph.

a) Describe the setting. Provide details about the geographical and historical elements of the story.

b) Character description: What do you learn about Scout at the beginning of the novel? Why does she not enjoy school? What does her reaction to school tell you about Scout?

c) Through the first ten chapters, the children become interested in their neighbour, Boo Radley. Boo leaves a number of presents in the tree. What do the presents show us about Boo? What do the children’s reactions to those presents tell us about the children’s world?

Response Two: Character Development Chapters 11-20 inclusive

In this section, you will notice that Scout sees things differently than her brother. How do Scout and Jem view Atticus? How do they view the trial? What does the difference in the characters’ viewpoints suggest about maturing into adulthood? Answer each question in a well-developed paragraph using at least one quotation per paragraph for support.

Response Three: Maturation and Understanding Chapters 21-31 inclusive

This response will be four paragraphs in length. At the end of the novel, Scout has been forced to grow up. She has been forced to learn about justice, racism and human nature. What does she learn about each of those topics? Write a paragraph about each illustrating Scout’s maturation. Support your ideas with at least one quotation per paragraph. What symbol in the story represents her learning about these subjects? Choose a symbol for each and explain what it suggests about Scout’s maturation. Again, form a well-developed paragraph with supporting evidence.
