Super Stories
Culminating Activity: ENG 2DW
It’s time to put the skills you have learned in our short stories unit to work! 

In a small group, you will create a presentation that: 

· summarizes a story 

· carefully interprets it according to the short story elements we have studied and

· creates a news article

These will be formal presentations incorporating textual evidence. As well, there will be a media component. 
Steps for Success:
1. Please choose a team of 4-5 members with whom you can work well. Once you have a team, you will be assigned one of the following stories from our Sightlines 10  textbook:

“The Bicycle” – Jillian Horton (32)

“Borders” – Thomas King (79)

“Long Walk to Forever” – Kurt Vonnegut (143)

“Earthquake” – Jack Hodgins (350)

“The Tunnel” – Sarah Ellis (369)

“The Possibility of Evil” – Shirley Jackson (249)

“To Everything There is a Season” – Alastair MacLeod (300 )

2. Next, give each member of your team a specific role. Please check the chart that follows for the breakdown of expectations for each role:

	Summary
	Students working on this role will be required to: create a paragraph summary of the story which will include major plot points of the story (introduction, inciting incident, 2 rising actions, climax, resolution) 

	Literary Devices
	Students working in this role are responsible for discovering AT LEAST ten different key literary devices. Please quote and name the examples you find. Next, for each device, provide a thorough explanation of its’ impact on the story.

	Character Analysis
	If working on character development, narrow your focus to three-four primary characters. Discover three characteristics for each of the characters. You will need to integrate evidence into your analysis and, as well, show both indirect and direct examples.

	Setting/Point of View
	Please re-read the note on setting we took in class. Seek examples to clarify historical/geographical and sociological elements that create setting. Next, develop another paragraph discussing point of view – name the point of view, prove its existence and then explain how it affects the tension/interest level of the story.

	News Article
	Be creative! Create a news article from an element in your short story. You will have to use your imagination for this. Make sure that you include the 5w’s, how, at least one bystander quotation, and a photo.

	Theme 
	As the theme expert, you are responsible for determining ONE or more messages that emerge in the story – lessons/ideas/morals etc. Once you have determined a key theme, please prepare at least two paragraphs integrating evidence that develop the way the theme works in the story. 

	Media Component
	Create a power point presentation that includes all elements of the presentation. Remember that it should be in point form.


Attendance is mandatory. Please arrive to class with all required materials – no exceptions.
Hand in: 
· Please have each member of the group submit his/her written component in rough and good copy. A presentation mark will not be allotted until these “paper copies” have been submitted.

Evaluation:

Level


One

     Two

Three

    Four
	Content
(20)
	Students show little understanding of text. Few to no examples of quoted evidence are used for support. Parts of the story are missed. Superficial understanding
	Students show some understanding of text. Some pieces of quoted evidence are used for support. Some components of the story are considered. General understanding!
	Students show strong understanding of text. Competent use of quoted evidence is used for support. Most components of the story are considered. Well done!
	Students show thorough understanding of text. Many pieces of quoted evidence are used for support. All components of the story are considered. Exemplary!

	Style

(10)
	More rehearsal required. Transitions amongst speakers and introduction/conclusion need work or are missing Media element not complete or poorly prepared. Learning styles are not taken into account. Student audience could be more engaged,
	Some more rehearsal would increase the flow of the presentation. Transitions amongst speakers are unclear/sporadic/weak. A formal introduction/conclusion is shown. Media component is prepared and somewhat introduced. One learning style is taken into account. Student audience is attentive during the presentation.
	All members work hard to achieve presentation skills – some need improvement. Transitions amongst speakers are shown . A formal introduction/conclusion is shown. Media component is very good and introduced. Most learning styles are taken into account. Student audience is interested in the presentation!
	All members show rehearsed presentation skills. Transitions amongst speakers are smooth. A formal introduction/conclusion of high quality is shown. Media component is carefully prepared using eye catching details and is thoroughly introduced.. Learning styles are all taken into account. Student audience is thoroughly engaged by the presentation!

	Written Product

(10)
	Final copy has many errors. Student has not integrated quotations into his/her analysis. Interpretation is surface and minimal. A weak understanding of the element studied is shown
	Final copy has quite a few spelling/punctuation/citation errors. Student has integrated some quotations into his/her analysis. Interpretation is somewhat superficial. A general understanding of the element studied is shown
	Final copy has a few minor errors. Student has integrated some quotations into his/her analysis. Interpretation is very good. A very good understanding of the element studied is shown
	Final copy is error free. Student has integrated many quotations into his/her analysis. Interpretation is multi-layered and thorough. A full understanding of the element studied is shown .


Learning Skills:  Please be aware that teamwork, co-operation, time management, work habits and organization will be evaluated as part of your learning skills.

