The Better Short Answer Response:
“Prove” Style Questions – Fahrenheit 451
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· These questions do not ask you for your opinion but rather instruct you to take a specific position and argue it.

· Consider the  entire novel in your response.

· Ensure that the first sentence clearly states the answer to the question and reveals the point the rest of the answer will prove.
· Use quotations as well as specific examples from the novel to illustrate the validity of your point. 

· Explain the significance of EACH example.  Present a logical, defendable interpretation of the information.

· Briefly sum up.

Prove that Mildred has fallen victim to the belief system in her society.


Mildred is the ideal representation of the vacant, empty citizen who has fallen victim to the beliefs of her society and the loss of knowledge.  Early on in the novel, Mildred shows a de-sensitization to the world around her. She is obsessed with her “parlour” and considers the TV characters her family, seeking little from the world around her; satisfied with the mundane and controlled. Montag explains that, “he had taken to calling [the television characters] the ‘relatives’ from the very first,” showing how significant the television screens and their daily shows are to Mildred (Bradbury 44).  Mildred has been taught to escape from reality and to avoid the day to day emotions so familiar to typical members of society. In addition to the parlour, Mildred seeks to escape knowledge and interest in the world via her Seashells and medication.   Montag has to explain to Mildred that she, “’took all the pills in [her] bottle” and expresses disdain for her dependence on her Seashells, noting she is, “an expert at lip reading from ten years of apprenticeship at Seashell ear thimbles” (Bradbury 18). Mildred avoids all interaction with those around her and is comfortable in the womb of television, ear phones and drugs that she has created. When Montag introduces her to books and the idea of rebelling against expectations, she turns him into the authorities; choosing rules and structure over love and relationship. It is clear Mildred has become a truly devoted member of the society in Fahrenheit 451. She represents the classic “victim” of the new world order Bradbury has created.
· I underlined the sentence that clearly answers the question.

· I italicized all specific examples/ references to situations in the play.

·  I bolded my interpretation/explanation of the significance of those examples.  

·  I underlined the statement that sums up my answer by restating my overall point.

Fahrenheit 451 - Contemplating the Novel
Please choose TWO of the following five questions to complete. Use the structure provided to best organize your answer. Compare your response to the sample as a means of self-assessing structure and expectations. Next, ask a peer to evaluate whether you have proven your point and whether your content is suitable.
1. Prove that the mechanical hound is programmed to loathe Montag.
2. Prove Beatty was relieved to die.
3. Prove Montag is better off having escaped from the “clutches” of his society.

4. Prove that Faber was integral in both encouraging and assisting Montag to make his escape.

5. Prove that technology had to strong an influence in the futuristic world Bradbury created.
