Practice Prose Test
Topics to study include: rhetorical devices (need to be able to identify these!), sentence types, and the responses to essay questions we’ve practiced in class. 

How can I answer best and get a great mark

· Answer everything in FULL sentences. 

· Provide examples to support your reasoning whenever possible.

· If you are asked why something is effective, be sure to look at why the technique adds emphasis or reinforces the thesis.

· Read the passage a number of times if necessary. 

· Keep the marking scheme in mind when answering a question. This should indicate both the length and the time allotment for the question.

The PRACTICE test…

We will read “Ancestors: the Genetic Source” (60) by David Suzuki. Respond to each of the following questions on a separate piece of lined paper. Do your best! (
1. What is the thesis of the essay? Support your observation with proof from the essay. Is the thesis direct or implied? (3)

2. What is the tone of the text? Provide two supporting examples to reinforce your idea. (3)

3. This essay is a combination of narrative and persuasive. How does Suzuki use his life story to persuade us to his point of view? Explain. (2)

4. Choose THREE of the following devices and explain how EACH was used to add emphasis. In your answer, quote the phrase and then provide a two sentence explanation of its effect (3 x 2 = 6)
a. diction
b. metaphor

c. allusion

d. irony
5. Find 2 different types of sentences and label them. Explain why each type of sentence successfully connects to the thesis. (4)

6. Formulate an opinion on the effectiveness of the title. Defend your decision with one well-supported reason. (2)

