The Literary Essay

A "How To Guide"

ENG 2DX
· The literary essay is the most common form of analysis in an English course.

· In this essay you may be trying to show similarities or differences or you may be trying to prove an idea about the piece of literature you have studied.

· Your audience will have most likely read the work, so you must avoid plot summary and concentrate on analysis.

· This is a formal piece of writing.

Get Thinking!! [image: image1.wmf]
1. Form a thesis! This is the argument you will be proving throughout the essay.  A thesis must be Provable, Arguable and Worth Proving.  Sometimes, the teacher gives you a question that leads to a thesis.  Sometimes you must think of your own.
2. For example:  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” is Patrick Maloney’s murder  
justified?

This can be answered with a “Yes” or “No”; therefore, you can turn

the question into a thesis statement:  “Patrick Maloney’s murder is justified.”

OR

What does Roald Dahl show is true about revenge in “Lamb to the Slaughter”?

To create a thesis from this question, you would have to think about all of the details in the story that deal with revenge. List them. Next, make a statement (based on the examples!) that explains what Dahl suggests is true about revenge in this story. That statement is your thesis.
Ex.  In “Lamb to the Slaughter” Roald Dahl reveals that revenge, although controversial, can be a justified reaction.

2. Choose your Method of Development.  
· Your method of development consists of how you plan to develop and prove the argument you have created.  
· It will consist of points which support your thesis. 
·  Each point will be developed in separate body paragraphs.  
· A literary essay may have several body paragraphs; however, for this essay there should be three body paragraphs.  The point of each body paragraph must be supported by an example from the text that includes a direct quotation.
To create your method of development, ask yourself the "how" and "why" of your thesis. For example, how does Dahl's story emphasize that revenge can be justified? The three reasons you develop become the three body paragraphs of your essay… your method of development is set.

3.  Prepare a Fabulous Introduction.
  All introductions require the following:

· An interest catcher…the first sentence or two of your essay.  This interest catcher should hint at the general topic of the essay, without mentioning the author or text.  

Ex. Revenge

Many people believe that revenge is an inappropriate and unacceptable response to an offence; however, there are times when revenge is fitting.

· An identification of the author and the text you will discuss.


Ex. In Roald Dahl's story "Lamb to Slaughter", the theme 

of revenge is explored.
· Your method of development.  Each point must be expressed in its own sentence.


Ex. Due to extreme shock at the horror of her husband's 

announcement, Mrs. Maloney is justified in exacting 


revenge. As well, …
· Last, but not least, your thesis statement.


Ex. Clearly, this story reveals that revenge, although controversial, can be a justified reaction.
Develop Body Paragraphs.  
· Once your introduction is complete, begin to write the body paragraphs.  
· Each body paragraph has a point, a proof (direct quotation), and an explanation that shows how the point and proof relate.

· A summary statement.

· A MINIMUM of five sentences is expected per paragraph.

4. Add Transitions.  All paragraphs should begin and end with transitional words or phrases.  Don’t forget to use them within the paragraphs as well. Some examples include: 
	


5. Write a Conclusion.  In your conclusion, you will re-state/re-phrase your thesis and your method of development. Next, create a final statement that leaves the reader thinking about your topic.

Ex.  When an innocent person is betrayed, vengeance is a reasonable and often effective response.

Some tips!!
· This is a formal essay…please avoid personal pronouns like I, me, we, our, etc.  As well, do not write using contractions (ex.  Don’t = Do not).

· Structure your quotes properly and create a Work(s) Cited page at the end. Use parenthetical references correctly as well - check your notes!
· Be creative with your ideas and logical with your arguments.

· Don’t create a thesis that is so obviously true that there is very little to argue.  This causes you to write a plot summary—a major weakness that will limit your success.  

· Begin your essay with a creative title that reflects your topic.

· Proofread!

