Independent Study Unit: Literary Essay
Pre-Writing Requirements

ENG 2DX

As the culminating activity for this course, you will read an Independent Study novel (Frankenstein or The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn) and write a literary essay showing your interpretation of the text. In preparation for this essay,, you will be required to complete Reading Journals and Book Talks. The expectations for both are shown below:

Reading Journals (Dialectic Journals):

In order to help you think about your novel more closely, as well as to help you discover key quotations appropriate for the essay writing stage, you will keep a reading journal throughout your study of the assigned novel.

As you read:

· Divide your novel into reasonably sized sections. You will need to submit TEN reading journals, and they should be spaced regularly throughout your reading. One or two entries per section is wise.

· RECORD quotations that are memorable, interesting, unique, important (to plot, character, setting etc.) and/or emphatic (unique use of rhetorical devices etc.) Use the close reading skills you have learned!
· For each quotation you record, you will create a brief journal entry. Your entry could comment upon any of the following:  effective word choices, patterns that catch your interest, stylistic devices that catch your eye, a comment that defines/develops character, an emerging theme, a moment that connects to your own life in some way, a significant development of a plot line and/or another idea worth discussing.

· Do your best and remember – do not give plot summary!!! The rubric is part of this package.

· Please use the format suggested as you set up your journal. You may type the entries or use handwritten ideas on lined paper.

	Quotation and Page Number
	Analysis

	
	


Below, you will discover a sample journal entry written by a former student (3UI). This particular example shows the type of quotation, length of entry and style of analysis you should strive for. This entry is taken from a J.D. Salinger novel entitled Frankie and Zooey.

	Quotation
	Its Effect…

	“The aim of both little books, if you’re interested, is supposedly to wake everybody up to the need and benefit of saying the Jesus prayer incessantly” (Salinger 23).
	I chose this quote because it clarifies the plot and, I believe, it has somewhat of a social commentary behind it. Finally, Zooey reveals what Franny’s precious book is about in more detail. I think his insight into the book may tell why Franny cares so much about it. I believe she is using the teachings of the book to fill a void in her life. I think she feels like an outsider and is still unable to deal with the suicide of her brother, Seymour. I also think that this quote shows that in life, it is very easy to dedicate oneself to religion to give purpose to our lives. Although it may be effective, I think it merely masks the true issues and, possibly, gives false hope. Therefore, I liked this quote because it reveals a secret and has a message behind it.


This analysis focuses on characterization. Discuss and list some other ideas a student could use as the basis for a reading log.
ISU Book Talk 101
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· To assist students as they aim to better comprehend and analyze their ISU novels, “book clubs” will be organized. These clubs will be created based upon teacher choice and novel studied. 

· Book clubs will be held on Fridays.
How to run a useful book talk!

· Within book clubs, break the text into manageable amounts of reading based upon one week time frames. Set “due dates” for reading and journals (form attached).

· Each week, a different member of the “club” will be in charge of facilitating discussion. He/she will arrive at the meeting with prepared questions to talk about together with the team. In addition, he/she will encourage other team members to share questions and thoughts on the readings.

· The book club facilitator for the week will complete a response form to be submitted to the teacher. This form will become part of the thesis building process later on as we approach the writing stages.

· Do your best in the book talks! What you put in to learning more about the text will come back to you many times over when you begin to write!

Our first book club will occur … (
Book Talk Reading Schedule:

Team 






	Date
	Facilitator
	Section to be Read

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Novel finished, final discussion


Book Talk 101
Preparation and Response Worksheet
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Facilitator Name: 








Novel Studied: 









Section Completed: 








**Please attach a copy of your reading journal entries from this week to the back of this page.

Please fill in the chart below. Add extra lined paper if you require more space.

	Questions for discussion: (misunderstandings,

moments that stood out, characters worth further consideration etc.)
	

	Important Quotations from this section:
	

	KWL chart for next time…


	Know:

Want to Know:

Learn:



	Group rating of the novel thus far – support with reasons!
	


All response forms must be submitted as a diagnostic of your ISU progress.
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