ENG 1DI

Inserting Direct Quotes And Works Cited

1. Whenever you insert a quote into your paragraphs make sure it is in PRESENT TENSE. If you have to change a word to make this fit, put it in square brackets. For instance, if the word is ‘had’, you would change it to ‘[has]’.

2. To insert a quote smoothly, introduce it with a lead-in which is a few explaining words that should a) introduce the speaker of the quote and/or b) the situation when the quote is spoken. Separate your lead-in and quote with a comma.

Ex. As Torey sees Ali in the hall, he reminds himself that, “Ali [has] 

 been a friend of ours since kindergarten” (Plum-Ucci 42).  

3. Your lead-in and your quote should complete a whole thought together.

4. You must show where you found the quotation, so place the author’s last name in brackets, a space and the number of the page from which  the quote comes.
5. If the quote you are inserting is longer than four (4) lines you must follow a different format. Tab over ten spaces. Do not use quotation marks. Also, continue to double space and cite the block quotation normally (author’s last name and page number in round brackets). End your lead-in statement with a colon (:) 

Ex. Torey contemplates his friendship with Ali:

Ali [has] been a friend of ours since kindergarten. She [lives] on Creed’s street. The year before she had started to drift a little, didn’t hang out with us as much. All I [know] is that she [doesn’t] show up at parties, and at dances, she [hangs] out with us for about ten minutes and then [circles] around and [talks] to lots of other people. (Plum-ucci 42) 

6.  On a separate page you will make a Works Cited page. This will provide all the important information to the reader if they wish to check the quote you have inserted into the essay. The Works Cited page is always in alphabetical order and double-spaced. If the citation requires two lines then indent the second line and continue with the information:

Works Cited

Plum-Ucci, Carol. The Body of Christopher Creed. New York: Harcourt, 2000.
Example of Introductory Paragraph

In “Sir Gawain and the Loathly Lady” by Selena Hastings, Sir Gawain portrays many positive qualities. Firstly, he illustrates respect to King Arthur by marrying a very unattractive woman for the sake of honour. Secondly, he acts as a gentleman towards his new wife, the loathly lady. Finally, he accepts his wife how she physically is and gives her, her own way. Therefore, Sir Gawain shows respect towards the King and his wife, as well as accepts his wife for who she is.
The concluding paragraph is simply reversed:

-begin by restating the thesis (which is your last sentence in your introduction)

-restate your three points

-conclude with a summary statement about main point (character in this case)

*don’t add anything new to the concluding paragraph
