Getting A New Perspective!
Point of View
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In both prose and poetry, an individual tells the story, and this person provides the reader with one perspective on the events that occur. We know this “person” as the narrator. Point of View refers to the type of narration being used to convey a particular meaning. Point of view is chosen in a purposeful way; writers make this determination with their stories in mind.

Participant Point of View:

We have often studied this as first person narration because these pronouns are used in the telling of the story (I, me, my, we, us). There are usually two types of first person narration:

· The narrator is a major character in the story… story is told by and is about the narrator in most cases.

· The narrator is a minor character… the story is told by a character who is in the story but plays a small role.

A unique type of narrator is the innocent eye narrator. The character telling the tale may be a child, or someone unschooled in the ways of the world. The difference between what the innocent eye narrator perceives and what the reader understands often creates irony or, at the very least, more involvement on behalf of the reader. (ex. Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird)

Why is this point of view used? 
· Allows us to be closely tied to the teller of the tale.

· Gives us a lot of perspective, as the narrator can observe something and then reflect upon it.

· Increases reader involvement, as we have to separate ourselves from the narrator in order to be objective about other characters and situations in the text.

· Forces us to question the narrator’s reliability.

Non-Participant Point of View:

This type of narration is often called third person narration because these types of pronouns are used (he, she, him, her, they). There are three types of this style of narration:
· Omniscient narrators can see into the minds of all characters.

· Selective/Limited Omniscient narrators can see into the thoughts of some characters and not others.

· Objective narrators do not enter the minds of any characters. Instead, they record what they see and hear.

Why are these points of view used?
· An omniscient narrator is able to follow the thoughts, actions and feelings of the characters, allowing a very broad perspective.

· This type of narrator can also comment on events and characters, better explaining their significance to the reader.

· The limited narrator allows a more realistic perspective on a life, as only one character’s thoughts are known. This approximates the real world.

· The Objective narrator gives the reader the most flexibility in terms of forming perceptions and beliefs.
