FILM – PERSUASIVE OPINION ESSAY
 After watching the movie Mean Girls in class, we will be writing a 5 paragraph (500 words) persuasive opinion essay on the following question:

 Explain at least three ways that the film Mean Girls entertains the audience and keeps them interested.   
 

         Even though this is your opinion, you may not use personal pronouns (ex. "I", “we”) or contractions (ex. can't, won't).  Each of the five paragraphs should be written in proper paragraph format and contain at least 5 full sentences. Remember, a well developed essay has an introduction, a body, and a conclusion. 

 
Opinion Essay Outline
Introduction:

1. General statement about the topic which is the film 

2. Introduce name of film

3. Three sentences about each of your points that you will argue

4. Thesis statement which is your main argument (re-stating your three points)
3 Body Paragraphs:
1. State your point in a topic sentence.
2. Provide a proof that connects to your point.

3. Explain how your proof proves your point.

4. End with a concluding sentence restating your point.
Conclusion:

1. re-statement of your thesis 

2. restating each point in a separate, full sentence

3. end with a final thought about the topic
  
*Your essay must have a title, be double-spaced and in MLA format.

Sample Opinion Essay
Many of Stephen King's novels and short stories have been turned into big Hollywood blockbuster movies. The outstanding film Stand By Me is a great example as it keeps the audience entertained at all times. It is the story of four boys who decide to walk down some train tracks to go look for the dead body of a boy named Ray Brower. The movie uses suspense to keep the plot moving and the audience guessing. It also uses humour occasionally to make viewers laugh and to relieve some of the tension built up by the suspense. Finally, it presents believable characters like Gordie LeChance, played by Will Wheaton, and Chris Chambers, played by River Phoenix, as real people. Therefore, suspense, humour, and the ability to present characters as real people make Stand By Me a highly entertaining film.
First, the plot of the movie is captivating because of the suspense. This is what compels the audience to keep watching, as the viewers never know what is around the next corner. The scene with the boys crossing a bridge one hundred feet above a river when train comes steaming along is a good example of suspense. When the boys see the train, Chris and Teddie are able to get out of the way but Vern falls down crying on the tracks. As a consequence, the audience doesn’t know if Vern will be able to get up in time and they fear for his life. However, Gordie doesn’t allow his friend to quit and he ends up helping Vern to get to the other side of the bridge narrowly missing the train. This gains Gordie the respect of his friends and makes the audience breathe a sigh of relief. It is the use of suspense in scenes like this one that makes the film entertaining for an audience.
Humour is another entertaining feature of Stand By Me. Just when viewers think that things are too bleak, a little humour is added to relieve the tension.  When Gordie loses a coin toss, he walks across the junkyard to a corner store to buy food for all four boys. When he is walking back across the junkyard, he sees Vern, Chris and Teddy climbing over the junkyard fence just as the junk man yells “Come here kid!” When Gordie starts to run, the junk man tells his dog Chopper to “Sic ‘em!” but what Gordie hears is “Chopper, Sic Balls!” This is a funny scene as Gordie runs for his life thinking Chopper is a dangerous, man-eating dog when in reality Chopper is a normal golden retriever. This scene makes the audience laugh and is a good example of an entertaining scene in the movie that relieves some of the suspense.  
 

         Finally, the characters are portrayed as real people helping to hold the audience’s attention even more.  For instance, Gordie LeChance is a normal kid whose father wishes he was more like his older brother Denny who died in a jeep accident. The audience sympathizes with Gordie because his father ignores him and does not recognize his talent for writing short stories. Gordie's character is contrasted with his friend Chris Chambers who everyone in town thinks is a bad kid because his older brother is a teenage delinquent. Viewers sympathize with Chris when he tells the story of returning the milk money he stole from school. The audience finds out the teacher he told took the money and bought herself a new skirt without telling anyone that Chris tried to return the money which makes viewers feel sorry for Chris. Both of these characters do not want people to judge them by the actions of their older brothers. The audience feels sorry for both Gordie and Chris which makes their friendship an important entertaining aspect of the film.
 In conclusion, Stand By Me is a very entertaining film because of its suspense, humour and realistic characters.  The suspense in scenes like the one on the bridge with the train makes the film exciting and keeps the plot moving forward.  Humour lightens the mood and helps to relieve some of the tension created by the suspense.  Finally, the audience can relate to characters like Gordie and Chris and imagine them as real people by the end of the film.  Stand By Me is a terrific movie about the importance of friendships in childhood and how these relationships really do shape people as they grow up.    
