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Name: ________________________ 




CONTENT: thesis, originality and depth of ideas, development and elaboration of points, use of supporting textual evidence
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	· Insightful thesis

· Superior elaboration and development of original ideas

· Explanations and examples are memorable  and persuasive


	· Somewhat insightful thesis

· Competent elaboration and development of  good ideas

· Convincing explanations and examples

 
	· Simplistic thesis

· Adequate elaboration and development of standard ideas

· Logical arguments but explanations and examples could be more convincing


	· Weak thesis

· Limited elaboration and development of basic ideas

· Limited arguments

· Explanations and examples  are too brief 


	· Unclear thesis or no thesis

· Little or no elaboration  of simplistic ideas

· Explanations and examples are either missing or unclear



STYLE: organization (formal essay style), transitions, diction, and integration of quotes
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	· Opening paragraph introduces topic skillfully, establishing method of development and thesis strongly

· Highly effective organization of ideas in well developed paragraphs

· Excellent transitions 

· Precise, formal diction

· Strong integration of quotes 

· Conclusion skillfully reinforces thesis & main points & leaves reader with a strong statement about the topic as a whole 


	· Opening paragraph introduces topic clearly, establishing method of development and thesis clearly

· Effective organization of ideas  in focused paragraphs

· Good transitions 

· Mostly precise, formal diction

· Good integration of quotes

· Conclusion clearly reinforces thesis & main points & leaves reader with an interesting statement about the topic as a whole 
	· Opening paragraph introduces topic sufficiently, establishing method of development and  conventional thesis 

· Sufficient organization of ideas  in adequate paragraphs

· Some transitions but more required 

· Some formal precise diction but some informal language used as well

· Adequate integration of quotes 

· Conclusion adequately reinforces thesis & main points
	· Opening paragraph  introduces topic weakly; the method of development and thesis are too simplistic 

· Limited organization of ideas  in brief paragraphs

· Weak transitions 

· Considerable informal, imprecise diction

· Limited and/or awkward integration of quotes

· Conclusion does not adequately reinforce thesis & main points 
	· Opening paragraph does not introduce topic, nor  does it  establish the method of development or thesis

· Little or no organization of ideas  in under-developed paragraphs

· No transitions 

· Too much informal, imprecise diction

· Little or no integration of quotes

· Conclusion is inadequate or not included


CONVENTIONS/MECHANICS: spelling, grammar, sentence structure, proper MLA format
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	· Nearly flawless spelling and grammar

· Excellent sentence structure

· Present tense consistently used

· Excellent MLA format


	· Minor spelling and grammatical errors

· Good sentence structure

· Present tense mostly used

· Good MLA format
	· Several spelling and grammatical errors

· Adequate sentence structure

· Present tense sometimes used

· Some MLA format errors
	· Major spelling and grammatical errors 

· Inconsistent sentence structure

· Present tense rarely used

· Many MLA format errors
	· Spelling and grammar errors impair comprehension

· Weak sentence structure

· Present tense not used 

· No MLA format and/or Works Cited


